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In the Sydney College of Divinity, student results in undergraduate education (5000, 7100and 7200 series) and 
graduate/postgraduate education (8100 and 9200 series) are graded.  Grades are issued by Academic Board after 
consideration of monitored results submitted to it via Coursework Committee.   
 
Academic Board issues five grades: High Distinction (H), Distinction (D), Credit (C), Pass (P), and Fail (N).  In particular 
units, in accordance with the accredited Course Unit Outline, Academic Board also issues grades of either 
‘Satisfactory’ (S) or ‘Fail’ (N). 
 
In particular circumstances that are described below, Academic Board issues quasi-grades. 

GRADE DESCRIPTORS 

Grade descriptors implicitly appropriate to stage of academic progress 

This document describes what grades mean in the Sydney College of Divinity.  In every case, descriptors should be 
interpreted within the context of the series to which the unit belongs (5000, 7100 or 7200; 8100 or 9200), and within 
the scope of the assessment task to which a grade relates. 
 
Thus a D grade in a 7100 series unit demonstrates ‘high standard of understanding, analysis, originality, insight, and 
presentation’ as measured against what can be expected in a Foundational unit; but because substantial progress is 
expected, the same work done in an Advanced unit might not satisfy ‘the minimum requirements in terms of 
understanding, analysis, presentation, and degree of originality and insight’, when measured against what can be 
expected in an Advanced unit. 

Grade descriptors appropriate to Divinity as a cluster of academic disciplines 

These College-level descriptors are a guide to the standard of work expected at each grade level.  Discipline 
Coordinators and faculty in the disciplines and subdisciplines taught in the College will develop discipline-specific 
elaborations consistent with these descriptors but better adapted to defining levels of attainment within Biblical 
Studies, Theology, Christian Life and Ministry, Humanities within the Christian Tradition, and their respective 
subdisciplines. 

Table of Grade descriptors 

The general description of each of the grades in the table below is the overarching statement of the principles that 
discriminate between each of the grades. 
 
The subsidiary descriptions (Reading, Knowledge of topic, Articulation of argument, Analytical and evaluative skills, 
Problem solving, Expression and presentation appropriate to the discipline, Oral presentation skills, Tutorial 
preparation, Participation and interaction with others) amplify the general description.  The subsidiary descriptions are 
guides to the general description.  Student work at any grade will satisfy some of the subsidiary descriptions without 
necessarily satisfying all subsidiary descriptions. 
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High Distinction 
(H) 

Distinction (D) Credit (C) Pass (P) Fail (N) 

Percentage 
score 

85-100% 75-84% 65-74% 50-64% 0-49% 

General 
Description 

Outstanding work 
that 
comprehensively 
attains the 
required 
outcome(s) 
showing superior 
knowledge, 
understanding, 
analysis, critical 
interpretation, 
presentation, and 
originality 

Excellent work 
that substantially 
attains the 
required 
outcome(s) 
showing a high 
level of 
knowledge, 
understanding, 
analysis, critical 
interpretation, 
presentation, and 
some originality. 

Work that 
soundly attains 
the required 
outcome(s) 
showing a good 
level of 
knowledge, 
understanding, 
analysis, 
presentation, and 
some evidence of 
critical 
interpretation. 

Work that 
satisfactorily 
attains the 
required 
outcome(s), with 
adequate 
knowledge, 
understanding, 
analysis, and 
presentation. 

Work that fails to 
attain the 
required 
outcome(s), 
lacking in basic 
knowledge, 
understanding, 
analysis, and 
presentation. 

Subsidiary Descriptions 

Reading  Evidence of wide, 
relevant, and 
independent 
reading beyond 
core texts and 
materials  

Evidence of 
relevant reading 
beyond core texts 
and materials  

Evidence of sound 
understanding of 
core texts and 
materials  

Evidence of 
having read core 
texts and 
materials  

Inadequate 
evidence of 
having read any 
of the core texts 
and materials  

Knowledge of 
topic  

Outstanding 
factual and 
conceptual 
knowledge 
incorporating 
highly distinctive 
insight into 
deeper and more 
subtle aspects of 
the topic 

Substantial 
factual and 
conceptual 
knowledge 
incorporating 
distinctive insight 
into deeper and 
more subtle 
aspects of the 
topic  

Extensive factual 
and conceptual 
knowledge 

Satisfactory 
factual and 
conceptual 
knowledge 
to serve as a basis 
for further study 

Inadequate 
factual and 
conceptual 
knowledge 
 

Articulation of 
argument  

Sustained 
evidence of 
imagination, 
originality, and 
independent 
thought  

Evidence of 
imagination, 
originality, and 
independent 
thought  

Ability to 
construct well-
reasoned and 
coherent 
argument based 
on discriminating 
use of evidence  

Ability to 
construct sound 
argument based 
on evidence  

Inability to 
construct 
coherent 
argument  

Analytical and 
evaluative 
skills  

Evidence of highly 
developed 
analytical and 
evaluative skills  

Evidence of well-
developed of 
analytical and 
evaluative skills  

Evidence of 
developed 
analytical and 
evaluative skills  

Evidence of 
analytical and 
evaluative skills  

Insufficient 
evidence of 
analytical and 
evaluative skills  

Problem 
solving  

Ability to solve or 
resolve non-
routine or very 
challenging 
problems  

Ability to solve or 
resolve routine or 
challenging 
problems  

Ability to use and 
apply 
fundamental 
concepts and 
skills to basic 
problems 

Evidence of 
problem-solving 
skills  

Insufficient 
evidence of 
problem-solving 
skills  
(Continued on 
next page) 
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Expression 
and 
presentation 
appropriate to 
the discipline  

Highly developed 
skills in 
expression, 
presentation, and 
documentation 
appropriate to 
wider audiences 

Well developed 
skills in 
expression, 
presentation, and 
documentation 
appropriate to 
the discipline and 
audience 

Good skills in 
expression, 
presentation, and 
documentation. 

Adequate skills in 
expression, 
presentation, and 
documentation.   

Inadequate skills 
in expression, 
presentation, and 
documentation.  

Oral 
presentation 
skills 

Highly developed 
skills in Delivery; 
Content; 
Structure; Use of 
Visual Aids  
Response to 
Questions  

Well developed 
skills in Delivery, 
Content, 
Structure, Use of 
Visual Aids, and 
Response to 
Questions 

Good skills in 
Delivery, Content, 
Structure, Use of 
Visual Aids, and 
Response to 
Questions 

Adequate skills in 
Delivery, Content, 
Structure, Use of 
Visual Aids, and 
Response to 
Questions 

Inadequate skills 
in Delivery, 
Content, 
Structure, Use of 
Visual Aids, and 
Response to 
Questions 

Tutorial 
preparation, 
participation 
and 
interaction 
with others 

Evidence of 
outstanding 
preparation, 
highly developed 
skills in making 
focused and 
constructive 
contributions to 
discussion, in 
listening to and 
responding to the 
contributions of 
fellow members 
of the group. 

Evidence of 
thorough 
preparation, well 
developed skills in 
making a 
constructive 
contribution to 
discussion, in 
working well with 
other members of 
the group and in 
valuing their 
contributions 

Evidence of sound 
preparation, good 
skills in actively 
contribution to 
discussion and in 
responding 
positively to the 
views of others 

Evidence of 
adequate 
preparation, 
adequate skills in 
participating and 
in listening to 
others while 
relying on others 
to do most of the 
work. 

Insufficient 
evidence of 
preparation, 
participation, and 
interaction with 
others 

 

The Satisfactory (S) grade 

This grade is awarded on the basis of mastery of content and adequacy in performance.  Students who do not achieve 
the outcomes of mastery and adequacy in a unit where Satisfactory grades are awarded, will receive a Fail (N) grade. 

QUASI-GRADES 

Quasi-grade outcomes 

For every unit in which they are enrolled, students will be awarded a grade or Academic Board will record a quasi-
grade (explained below). 
 
Quasi-grade outcomes are as follows: 

Extension (E) 

This outcome will be recorded temporarily under extenuating circumstances, such as illness, accident, misadventure 
or any other serious problem which make it impossible for the student to complete assignment(s) by the end of a 
semester. An overall extension for a unit may be given when the student has completed at least one of the prescribed 
assessment tasks. The fact that several pieces of written work for different units are due within a short period is not a 
valid excuse for the granting of an extension. Students are expected to plan their study, employment and 
extracurricular activities so that they are able to submit work by the due date. Upon completion of the work the grade 
which most fairly describes the student’s work will be given. The date for completion will be determined by the 
relevant lecturer, in light of the relevant SCD policy, normally no later than one month after the commencement of 
the following semester. The revised final grade will be submitted to the Coursework Committee with the results for 
the following semester.  In such cases, for the purposes of monitoring, an Explanation of Grades Proforma will be 
submitted, and the student’s written request for an extension will be available to the monitor, both in the semester 
when the unit was taught, and in the following semester. 
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Incomplete (I) 

This outcome will be recorded temporarily when one of the assessment tasks for a unit is incomplete and an extension 
for the assessment item does not pertain. The student will have previously provided an explanation to their teaching 
body’s Academic Board in writing clearly stating the reasons why extra time is being sought. Upon completion of the 
work a Pass grade will be awarded provided that the student’s work merits it, but no higher grade will be allowed. The 
date for completion will be determined by the relevant lecturer, in light of the relevant SCD policy, normally no later 
than one month after the commencement of the following semester. The revised final grade will be submitted to 
Coursework Committee with the results for the following semester.  In such cases, for the purposes of monitoring, an 
Explanation of Grades Proforma will be submitted, and the student’s written request for an extension will be available 
to the monitor, both in the semester when the unit was taught, and in the following semester. 
 

Unavailable result (U) 

This outcome will be recorded temporarily where grades are unavailable at the time of monitoring of results through 
no fault of the student. A letter from the teaching body over the signature of the Principal or the Academic Dean 
explaining the reasons for U results must be submitted during the Semester Monitoring of Results, and grades will be 
submitted to Academic Board at the next meeting after the one scheduled for issue of grades. 
 
Withdrawal (W) 

The Withdrawal grade is awarded where the student withdraws from a unit in accordance with the rules governing 
withdrawal. 
 

SATISFACTORY PROGRESS (SP) 

The Satisfactory Progress grade is used where a unit of study, requiring one piece of work (eg. Research Essay, 
Research Project), extends across more than one semester. 
 
This grade will automatically flag that no final result is due until a later semester, which will be an amended grade.  
 
This grade is also used when a research essay or thesis has been submitted for examination and the final result is still 
to be resolved. 
 
 
 
 
 


